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Church Calendar

“Becoming the Good Wine of the Third Day”

(Wedding at Cana : Jesus’ First Sign : First Sunday of Great Lent)

John 2:1-11

Fr. Geevarghese Thomas

This Johannine passage duly records that Jesus turning water into wine was
the first among the ‘signs’ He performed in God’s glory. This passage has many
insights to contemplate. Along with that, it has been a debatable one too.
When Mary intervened in the matter and brought the concern to her Son
(with unparalleled faith in His being God), He doesn’t give a favorable response.
Jesus says - “Woman, what concern is that to me and to you?” (verse 4) Some
interpreters wrongly quote this verse in justifying the notion that Jesus had an
intent of disrespect, calling His mother as “woman”, and also to belittle Mary
from the title of “Mother of God”. The Greek term for “woman” used in this
verse is “gunai” (the Greek terminology for expressing high respect for any
female person). More importantly, Jesus giving her the title “woman” is a
prophetical realisation and fulfilment. In Genesis we read, the curse God gave
to the serpent - “I will put enmity between you and the woman and between
your offspring and hers; he will strike your head” (Genesis 3:15). Again, in
fulfilling these words on the Cross, and entrusting His mother to the beloved
disciple, Jesus says - “When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom
he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son” (John
19:26). This verse nullifies the notion of Jesus disrespecting His mother when
addressing her as “woman”. The love and care for His mother is evident in
entrusting her to the beloved disciple to take care of her. Rather, the title
“woman” has to be understood in its prophetical implications as intended in
the Scriptures, thereby according all due reverence to Mary for being the
God-bearer.

Reflections -

1. Our lives are to be renewed and transformed for the Heavenly Bridal
Feast.

Itis interesting to note that John mentions certain numbers in this passage.
These numbers have due significance in Jewish traditions and Theology. The
passage begins as - “On the third day there was a wedding...” Though it has
been in connection to the previous chapter, the number three generally and
here in this first sign of Jesus, holds due significance. There are few mentioning
of “third day accounts” in Old Testament as well as New Testament. It is on the
third day God met His people on Mount Sinai (Exodus 19). The third day is a
revival experience- “Come, let us return to the Lord, for it is he who has torn,
and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. After two days
he will revive us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before
him” (Hosea 6:1,2). It was on the third day prophet Jonah was set free from
the belly of the fish. It was on the third day Jesus resurrected. Altogether, the
third day is a renewing and transforming experience.

The wedding on the third day is then symbolic to the Heavenly Bridal
Chamber at Christ’s Second Coming. Christ the Bridegroom has resurrected in
the full transfigured glory on the third day. And we (the Faithful community,
the Universal Church, the Bride of Christ) ought to lead our lives and grow in
the potential of the “third day experience” of being renewed and transformed
into the full glorious state on the Second Coming of “the Bridegroom” in the
Heavenly Bridal Feast.

The Scripture gives us certain symbolic instances of wine as God’s grace
and joy. As in the wedding at Cana, by being disgraced for the deficiency, the
achromic and odorless water is transformed into the good featuring wine, our
lives been led in disgrace also have the sanguinity of transforming our feeble
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selves into the Sacramental experience of God’s grace and joy (lsaiah 25:6;
Joel 3:18). Theodore of Heraclea coins an idea of eschatological wedding on
the third day — “the Word of God descended from heaven in order that the
bridegroom, having made the punishment of the human nature his own, might
persuade [his bride] to become pregnant with the spiritual seed of wisdom. He
convened the wedding on the third day, that is, in the last times of the age. For
he struck the transgression that was in Adam and again bandaged us on the
third day, that is, in the last times when, becoming human for us he took on
the whole fleshly nature that he resurrected in himself from the dead.
Therefore, because of this [John] mentions the third as the day when he
consecrated the wedding.” (Quoted from Ancient Christian Commentary on
John)

Again, the mentioning of six stone jars of water is relatable. Though Jews
followed this norm as a law mandate for purification, it has got deeper
implications. The number six in Jewish tradition stands for incompleteness and
imperfection. By turning those six jars of water into wine, we get reminded of
Apostle’s teaching about the Law personified in Christ and His supremacy over
man-made laws - “For Christ is the culmination of the law so that there may be
righteousness for everyone who believes” (Romans 10:4). Even Christ says He
has come to fulfil the Law - “Do not think that | have come to abolish the Law
or the Prophets; | have come not to abolish but to fulfill” (Matthew 5:17). The
imperfections in us are rectified and perfected only through “Law substituted
by Grace” which is Christ Jesus Himself.

The wedding at Cana anticipates the extremities of the Divine Eucharist in
a unique way. In the Eucharist, the Public Service begins with the supplication
of Holy Theotokos; here at Cana the first sign of God’s glory is initiated with the
concerned supplication of Mary to her Son. It was through Mary, God assumed
flesh (our mortal state) and transformed it into a glorious state through His
resurrection. In the Eucharist, the ordinary bread and wine are perfected as
the precious Body and Blood of Christ; here at Cana the waters are turned into
good wine (till end). In the Eucharist, the faithful partake the Holy Mysteries
and become heirs of the potentials of the fruits of the Holy Spirit and the
promises of Heavenly Kingdom; here at Cana the host and the invitees share
the honor and joy of good wine until end.

Our life is graced with the potential of identifying Christ’s economy by the
sacraments administered through the Holy and Living Church. Why do faith
has been challenged in modern times? Why do people give up the Apostolic
roots, the traditions, the sacraments? Perhaps, in embellishing our life as
sumptuous feasts, often we lack to have invited in our life feasts - Mary the
God-bearer and Christ God Himself! How then our life would turn into a
Eucharist when there isn’t any concerned supplication nor there is any works
of Grace been administered?

Conclusion

The wedding at Cana highlights the glorified work of Christ in transforming
ordinaries into finest. Christ the Lord who resurrected on the third day, has
gifted us the potential of rising in the same transfigured glory. As the six stone
jars of water were turned into good wine, our imperfections must be turned to
the spiritual fruits through regular and humble participation in the “Lord’s
Day” and become potentially “the good wine” of the eschatological third day-
the Heavenly Bridal Feast! May God bless us all. Q
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Inauguration of the Renovated Computer Lab
and Reading Roon at Stots Nagpur

The Renovated Computer Lab and Reading Room were inaugurated by
His Holiness Baselios Marthoma Mathews 11l on 8th of February 2023
during his Apostolic visit to Nagpur Seminary. The Reading Room was reno-
vated by the generous contributions of St.Peter’s and St. Paul’s Orthodox
Church, Koimbedu, Chennai and the Computer Room was renovated by
the great support from St Thomas Orthodox Cathedral, Broadway, Chennal
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